
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A  

 

The Parable of the Sower 

 

Dear Holy People of God,  

 

God is good, all the time, and all the time, God is good, and even now! It might be difficult to 

understand the goodness of God during challenging times like these. If God is good, we might 

wonder, why allow COVID19 to continue to wreck the world? This is the question which 

Theodicy faces: How can we explain the goodness of God when innocent people suffer? I am 

not sure there is an easy answer. In the Old Testament, whenever there was a plague, Israel 

sought the face of God, and often times, followed the path of returning to the Torah, at the 

heart of which is the love of God and the love for the neighbor. Perhaps even today, following 

the Biblical tradition, we too can see that our prayers and spiritual offerings and sacrifices for 

the world are not meaningless. Prayer, Fasting, Eucharistic Adoration and many other pious 

practices are not small things. And if the Christian cannot be the one who prays, who will? Let 

us preserve in these. Let us not be discouraged. Following St. Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas 

teaches that we can only make sense of the “meaningless” of innocent suffering by looking at 

what God does with suffering and evil; that is, that God brings good out of evil. And the classic 

example of this for Thomas is the death of God’s Son: God brings good out of the crucifixion 

of Jesus by raising Jesus from death.  

 

Perhaps the challenge today is not just the question about innocent suffering, pain and evil, as 

important as these questions are, but more so, to learn and relearn how to live religiously. In 

other words, what does it mean to be a Christian today? On the one hand, there is the reality of 

an understanding of Christianity in which faith has been systematized, in which what matters 

is to fall in line, to fit into the system that can easily swallow us up. On the other hand, it is in 

the nature of faith to make a singular, absolute demand, so much so that the singular individual 

takes precedence over the system. Why? Because this singularity is not exclusivity, but is a 

singularity that is universal: every human being is called into this singular, absolute 

relationship with the Absolute, with God, reason being that every human being is unique, 

irreplaceable, a thought of God, willed by God, known by God and called into a lifelong 

relationship with God. And hence, each one must face the pragmatic question about God and 

what God means for my life in this world. And more so, for the Christian, one who has been 

touched by Christ.  

 

Learning or relearning to live religiously could very well be an experience of the various soils 

in the parable of the sower in today’s gospel. This is one of the few parables that Jesus himself 

provides an interpretation. The various soils stand for various categories of people who receive 

the word of God, Jesus himself tells us [Matthew 13:18-23]. And this is certainly true. In 

addition to this exegesis by Jesus, I tend to see the four categories of soil as four states in the 

religious life that we can face as Christians. There are times when the spiritual life dries up, 

when the religious life is no longer attractive. Then there is the second soil, in which trials and 

innocent suffering makes us abandon religion. The pressures of life can cause us to postpone 

God; after we have taken care of the essentials, we will consider God. That is the third type of 

soil. Are these sentiments familiar? The good news is that no experience is ever wasted, even 



the experience of the first three soils. Every experience that we face in the practice of religion 

is a down payment for another level of spiritual intensity, if one we decide not to waste it. Even 

atheism is a religious experience! [Someday, I will return to this claim].  

 

The final invitation the Lord makes to us today is to bear fruit, that is, the fourth soil. And we 

are fruitful to the extent that we are with the Lord. Only Jesus can make us fruitful. Over and 

above all, the question we must confront is: If I do not have a relationship with Jesus, what am 

I living for? To live for myself alone is the most unambitious choice to make. To live for myself 

alone is to live for too little. Whom am I living for? – Fr. Maurice  

 

 


